Connexin 26 expression and mutation analysis in epidermal disease.
Gap junctional communication has a key role in the co-ordination of keratinocyte differentiation. Multiple connexins are expressed in the epidermis and mutations in four of these connexins are associated with disorders of keratinisation. Specific autosomal dominant Cx26 mutations have been associated with syndromes of skin disease and hearing loss. Here we describe the characterization of a new Cx26 polyclonal antibody raised against the cytoplasmic region of the protein. It has been used to investigate Cx26 protein localization in epidermal disease and in the study of mutant Cx26 proteins.